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Rom. 8.28. 

Alſo we know that all thinges works together for 
the beſt, to them that loue God; enen 10 them 
who are called according to his purpoſe. 

My helpe is in the name of the Lord. 


P'S Fs His Chapter way becon- ” Chigen 
ueniently rearined, A {om 3 compence 
= Jl fE of Comtoit. 


= ponae of Chriſtian conſolation; 
'D Jtor, whereas many kindes 
—— = ZXRSSot comtortes, are diſperſed 
£23] |, ED eckroughout the holy Scrip= 
” Pe tures,tor the {trepgtheuing 
2&2 of the man of God, ſome of 
| every kind are heere gathe- 
red together in one,2nd like choſen Flowers picked 
out of the Garden of God, are knitt together in one 
bunch, and preſented tothee, who art a Chriſtian. 
There are two thinges onely which trouble ys in The ſumme 
this life. The firlt, is the remanents of finne in our #+ddeuifion 
- corrupt nature z this was ſuch a matter of griefe to es: 
the holy Apoflezthar it made him to cry out O mis ©* 
ſerable man that I am, who ſhail deluer me from this boay Rom «24e 
of death? So deſplealant was it to him to live in that 
body, wherein he found the motions of {inne rebel- 
ling againlt the law of his God. Andifthe Apoſile 
acconated this burthen ſo waightic to him, Alas 
* A 2s how 
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how ſhould we complaine?and what cauſe haue we 


with Ezcchiato walke weakely in the bitterneſle of 


. our fouies ali our dayes; in whom che lite and power 


of chat finning fane is tarre leffe reſtrained ? Yer 
lea!t wee ſhoul' be ſo caſt downe with the ſenſe 
ot finneghar we deſpeare & perith,being ſwallowed 
vp with griefe zthe Lord furniſheth vs with many 
comforts againit it, tro the beginning of this Chap, 


| to the middelt of the 17. verſe, The other thing 


which may diſcourage vs, is the manifold troubles 
which follow vs in the following of Chriſt, 

For our Lord is lhe a Lilke among T hornes, and as 
an Apple tree among the trees of. the Forreſt : If wee dee 
light to fit vnder his ſhadow and if his Fruite be 
{weete in our mouth, wee muſt be content to walke 
toward him through many ſharpe afflitions; there= 
fore are we commaunded not only to ſuffer afflii- 
ons as the good Souldiers of leſus Chriſt, but alſo co 
reioyce in tribulations gand if we cannot attaine to 
thac pcrfeRion,, at the leaſt to countic exceeding 
toy when we fall into diverſe temptations : Yetbe- 
caule no chaſtiſement 1s ſweetefor the preſent, it hath 
pleaſed the Lord of his fatherly.indulgence,and pitry 
toward our weakenefſe, to ſeyſon the cupp of our 
birter griefes, with his ſweete comfortsz which as he 
doth in many other partes of holy Scripture, ſo ſpeci» 
ally from the 17, verſe of this Chapter, to the 30. 
wherein the Apoſtle aboundes with conſolation; 
ſhewing himſelte a faythfull Steward in the houſe of 
God, moſt carctull ro lead as it were by the hand, 
the weary Sonnes aad Daughters of the lining God, 
intothe Lords Wine-ſeller5 there to refreſh and ſtay 
vs with the Flazens of bis wine,and to comtort vs with 
his Apples , to ſtrengthen vs with his kid Manna,and 
ro make vs merry with that dike and Honny, which 

our immortall Husband Iefus Chriſt, hath pronided 
for 
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For vs to ſuftaine ys, if wee faint not through thefe 


manifold cribulations, wherewith we arecompaſſed 
in this barren Wilderneile, 
That this is the Apoliles purpoſe, and order of 


proceeding in this Chapter, Ithinke his concluſion 


makes it manite(t, which you haue from the 3 r. verſe 
to the end ; wherein he drawes all that he had ſayd, 
into a ſhort ſumme, conteyning the glorious tri- 
umph of a Chriſttan, ouer all his cnemies : the tri- 
umph is firſt ſet downe generally in the verl.3t .Whaz 
ſhall we ſay then totheſe things : If God be with vs, who 
can be againſt vs ? thereafter hee partes this generall 
intwo.2 there is (would he ſay) but one of two that 
are againſt vs cither ſinne, or affliion: as to finne, 
he triumphes again ir, verſe 33.and 34, Why Will 
lay any thing tothe charge of Gods choſen? lt is God that 
mſtifieth, Who ſhall condemne? It is Chriſt, who ts dead, 
or rather Who is riſen againe, who ts alſo at the right hand 
of God, and makes requeſt for vs. Asto Aﬀlition,hee 


begins his criumpdb againft it,verſe 35. Who ſhall ſepa= 


rate vs fromthe ioue of (brit? his anlwere mountes vp 
by a gradation, Will tribulation, or anguiſh do 1t? yea, 
will death it ſeffe ao it f or that which is much more; 
Wl Principalities and PoWwers doeit? no: tm all theſe 
thinges we are more then conquerours,through him that lo- 
ued vs: T hankes therefore be unto cur Go4, who atwayes 
makes vs to trumph im our Lord leſus Chriſt. 


Now in this vezſe,as Jacob gaue his ſonnes his grea» 2:Cor\2, 14e 


teſt bleſsing in the laſt roome, ſo the Apoltle giueth 
to Chriſtians his greareſt comfort in the laſt roome, 
wherot this is the Summe ; Our affliRions are ſo far 
from being preiudiciall ro our faluation, that by the 
contrary, through the Lords marucilous working, 
they tend to the aduancment thereof, & he enlarges 
the comfort: Not only atflitions, bur, all other thmgs 
Workes for the beſt together,to them that lowe the Lord. 
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The partes of the Verſe are two: the firſt conteynes 
the comfort :the ſecond,a deſcription efthe perſons 
ro whom the comfort 3ppertaineth . Now 1 come 
to the wordes, , 
el, that is, beſides all the comforces which 1 
haue giuen to you betore, I give you yetthis further, 


Our troubles| learning vs, that albcic our troubles be many, yet 
are wany. but our comforts are more. eAary (layth Damd) are 
our c-mtorts ;þe xy ubles of the righteons : but the Lord deluwerh buns 


are-more then 
our troubles, 


Pat. 341 


Zach, 1:21+ 


2:(9r11J, 


Luk 638% 


1,C072. 9, 


out of them all. As1t he would ſay, for eucry crouble, 
the Lord hath a ſeuerall deliuerance, Euery termpras 


; tion ((ayth the Apoſtie)hath the owae iflue. Eucry 
70417 horne tha riſeth againſt ys to pu(b vs, hath atceading; 


h JI x”. . T3 \ 
ypon it an hammer to reprefle it,(ſaith the Prophet, ) 
Eſau mourned ypon his father Iſaac: aithough he 


was prophane, yer he cried pittitully, /Za5# thou but 


one Bleſsn,9, my Father ? But wee (with the holy Apo» 
ſtile) may blefle our heauenly Father, who coimtor- 
tethvsfoin all our tribulations; that as tie ſuffe- 
rings of Chriſt abound in ys, fo our conſ{o}ations a= 
bound through Chrilt : nor one, but manifold are his 
bleſsings; and the ſtorchouſe of his coololations,can 
neuer be emptied, The Lord our God hath not 
dealt wg rdly nor ſparingly with vs, but a good mea- 
ſure ot conlolations, preſſed downe and running 
ouer hath he gen to vs in our boſome; his name 
be pray ſed therctore : and yet how little is all this 
that we nowreceiue,in compariſon of theſe inellij- 
mable ioyes of Godg, that he hath prepared tor v:3 
the like whereof the eye neuer Taw, the care neuer 
Feard of, 2nd the heart can nor vnderſtand : Surely 
the greateſt meaſure of cotntort that we haue in this 
Jife,is but the earneit penny of char principa)l, which 
ſhalbe given tqvs hercatter : If the carnett be (o 
grea', what ſhalbe the principall ? Irthe firtt fruites 
ofthe ticaucnly Ca,;aay be ſo deleRable, how ſhall 
the 
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we fhall behold the face of our God in righteouſnes, 
and ſhalbe ſatisfied with his image; when we ſhalbe 
filled with the fulneſſe of ioy, which is in bis pre- 
ſ{ence,and with thoſe pleaſures which are at hisright 
hand for euer-more? 


ſhall finde, that by an Emphaſis, hee reſtraynes this 
knowledge to the Children of God, excluding 


that are of God, The Goſpell is Wi/c/ome indeede; 
but Vfedome tn a miſterir; and Wiſedome among them 
that areperfeft, Luery Article of our Fayth, & poynt 
of Chriſtian doRrinezeuery priuilege of a Chriſtian, 
is a Miſteriez therefore no waruaile thar the Golpel 
be fook{kneffe to the Naturall man, who periſheth 2 
And this doth draw vs to conſider that the excel» 
Jent things of Chriftianit1e, can be knowne of none, 
buc of cnole that poſleſſeth them, The value,orrater 
vanitie of carthly [ewels, hath bin better knowne of 
ſometbat never inioyed them,then of hem who poſ= 
{cle them 3 but the lewels of Gods kingdome. ſuch 
as Peace, R:ynteouſneſſe, roy in the Hoiy Ghoſt , can be 
knowne of none but of the Chriſtian onely, who in 


who can know but hee that hath it ? and none can 
know what is the ſweetnes of bid Manna, excepthe 


how grations the Lore is : telling you tiat the graci- 
oulefle ofche Lord,can nor be conſidered by him 
whoneuercideateit, If you goe and fpeake to a 
Worldling ofinwar.i Peacz, of Spiritual ioy, cr of 
the priviledges of a Chriſtian, you ſhall ſeeme tohim 
a Barbarian,or one that ſpeaketh a ſtrange languaze 


which 


—_ 


the full maſſe thereof abundantly content vs, when ©/z7, ;-, ; 5, 


Pſal.16,11g 


qi | The Priut- 
Wee know, If you ponder the Apoſtles words,you rug 


Chnſtian, car) 
not be knowue 
Worldlings and Naturaliſtes from it. T he ſpirtnu of them,who 
man diſeerneth all thmges : but hee himſelfe is miaged of donor pulleſſe 
0 man , eA naturall man can) not vnderſtan1 the things them. 
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joyes them. The zew Name, giuen to the Chriſtian, Re#e.24 174 


rafte ic 2 therfore ſaith the Pialmiſt, Taſte and conſs ter Pſal $48. 


' AF,26.24s 


Be 12; he taketh the Dung of the earth in his armes for bis-. 
_ © _inheritaunce 2 let him brooke the portion of Eſau, 
Gen.27 39, bat the fatnefit of the earth may be his dwelkng place: | 


Pal. 4.7» 


Gen, 3 


Colofſ.3. 1. 


Reſo'nue 
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which he vnderſtandeth not; orif he himſelfe ſpeake 
of ther which he ſees learnedly hearing orreading, . 
yer ſhajhe ſpeakelike a bird, vitering voyces which 

ſhe vnderftandeth not, As the bruite Beaſt knoweth 
not the.excellencie of a mans life, and therefore de» 
lighteth it ſelfe with Hey and Prouander, ſeeking 
no better; becauſe it knoweth no betrer. Sothe Na» 
tural man knoweth not the excellencie of a Chrie 
{tian, and therefore diſdaines him, counting him-a 
foole,a madd man,and the ofspring of the worlds 


let his Wine and his Wheare abound to him, hee 
cares for no more 2 he knowes not what it is to haue 
his Soule made glad with the light of the counte-. 
nance of God, This isyour miſerable condition, O 
yee wretched worldlings, yee-are curſed with the 
curle of the Serpent; yee creepe as it were on your 
bellies,and licke the duſt of the cath all the dayes of 
your life ; yee haue not an eye to looke vp to hea- 
uen, nora heart to ſeeke thoſe thinges which are 
above , molt fearctul} 15 your eſtate ; wee warne.you 
of it, but it is the Lord who muſt deliver you from it, 

This refolme knowledge is the mother of ſpiritu- 


knowledgeis 2ll courage, conſtancie, and patience: therefote the 
the mother of Apoſtle vrgeth it in this place;that the Criſtian may 


patience... 


Plale42+ 


Rents. 


be made thereby ſtrong, and patient in tribulation z 
and indced what needes him feare in the euill day; 
yea though the Earth ſhould be remooued,and the 
Mountaines fall into the mideſt of the Sea: who 
knoweth that the Lord ſitteth 'on his Throne, ha- 
uving the world asa glaſsie Sea before him, gouerning 
all the waltcrings,changes, & euents of things there- 
in,to the good of then that loue him? Oh that we 
had profited ſo much in the ſchoole of Chriſt all our 
| dayes, 
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dayes,that wichout doubting, or making any excep- 

tion, we could belecue this which heere the Apoſtle 

layeth for a moſt ſure ground ofcomforr, that ſo we 
mightchange all our thoughts and cares into one; 
narnely,how to grow in the loue of God, that in a 

d conſcience we might fay to the Lord with 

Peter, Lord thou knoweft I loue thee. And as tho reſt of 

our teares,priefes, & temptations, which many times 

de ſo compaſle ys, that roour judgements, wee can 

ſeeno out-gare 3 caft all the burthen of them vpon Pal, z7,. 
the Lord, who careth for ys; and hath giuen ys this 

promiſe for a Premunire : e Al comes for the besF, 

T he Souldier with courage entreth into the Bat- 

taile, vnder hope te obtaine the vitotie, The Mare 

riner with boldnefle commirteth . himlelfe to the 

ftormie Seas, vnder hope of yantaget and cucry man 

hazardeth in his calling; and yet are they all but yn- 

certanie venturers, and knoies not the end: But the | 
Chriſtian,rannes 197 45 Vncertaine 3 but as one ſure to obs 7 (Cor.g,26, 
taine the Crowne : for he knowes that the God of peace, 

ſhall ſhortly tread Satan wnder bu feete. What then? Row, 16, 20: 
ſhall hee not with courage enter into that battaile, 

whercin he is made ſure ore euer he fight;chat all the 

Warriers of leſus ſhall become morethen Conqueronrs Rom, 8,37. 
tbrough bim?lf we will onely ftand ſtil, we ſhall ſee the Exoa,1,,135.- 
[aluation of the Lord, Gideon & his 3<o,tought againſt | 

the great Hofte of eI1idian withour feare, becaule udp,p,rg. 
he was ſure of viRtorie. Dauid made haſte,an4 ran to 

encoiiter with Goliah, becauſe he was perſwaded, the ;,Sam 17, 
Lord would deltwer him into hishandes. The I/rae= 5, g, 
btes ſpared not toenter into the Flood of Jordry, bee 

cauſe they ſawthe Arke of God before them,deuiding 1:{'; 16» 


.the waters 2 And ſhall only the Chriftiaa and altos 
niſhed in his cemprations, notwithſtanding the word 


of God goe before him to reſolue him,thar whatſoe- 
uer fal outyſhal worke for the beſt ynto him? The Lord 
| _— =  - creaſe. 


'Tudge nor of 
Gods working 


before the 

end, for that 
doth greatly 
impaire our 


comfort, 
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zacreaſe ys, and make ys abound more and morein 
lone of our God); for perfe& loue caſteth our feare, 
The Lord ſtrengthen our Fayth, thar through theſe 
miltie cloudes of affliftions, which now compaſſcth 
ys, we may ſee that comfortable end, which che light 
of God hath diſceuered ynto vs. 

Bur wee areto beware of the ſubtile ſleightes of 
Satan,who tothe end, he may ſpeyle ys ot this come 
fort in trouble, endeauorech by many meanes, either 
elſe to quench this light of God in our mindes35 or 
elſe to darkenand obſcure it by the precipiration of 
our vabelecuing heartes, carrying vs headlong to 
iudge of the workes of God, by their beginings; 
and co meaſure our ſelfe in trouble, by our preſent 
eſtate and condition, not ſuffering ys to tarty while 
wee {ce the end whereof it comes to paſle,that-bur 
heartes beeing toſſed roo and fro with reſtlefle per- 
eurbance, like treesof the Forreſt ſhaken with the 
wind ; in our neceſsiics, wee haſten to be eur owne 
proutſors : in our dangers, wee wilbe our owne de» 
liuerers, and cucry way we become the.caruers of 
our owne perdition ; wee haue fo much the more to 
beware of this precipitation, becauſe the deareſt [ere 
uants of God haue fallen through it, into fearetull 
ſinnes againſt che Lord their God, and breed great 
vaquietneſle ynto them felues. When Dawd was in 
extreame danger in the wildernes of Man, he ſaid mm. 
hs feare.that all menwere lyers, O what a blaſphemie! 
that doing the promiſes of God, made to. him by 
Samnelthe Lords Prophet, were but lyes: and how 
many times thought hee (in his other troubes) that 
God had forgot to be mercifull, and had ſhut vp his 
tender mercies in diſpleaſure; But when he ſaw the 
end, then was he compelled to accuſc him ſelte, to 
give glory to God, & to ſay: I ſhould hane been dumbe, 


and net opened my mouth,becayſe thou dideſt it : I ſayd it 
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in wy feare, but now ſee, Precious in the ſight of the 
Lora, 1s the dcath of bis Sainits . As this precipitation 
made Dauidtoſtumble & fall, ſo will it cariÞrs alſo 
to the like inconuenience too, except we, beware of 
it: For if we ſhould looke to Lazarns inthe dunghill 
full of Byles & Sores, hauing no comfort, but from 
the Dogges, and compare him with the Rich mars 
cloathed in Purple, and fareing damtily enery day, What 
can we indge,but that Lezarus is the moſt miſerable 
of the two ? yet tarry while the Lord hane ended his 
worke,and Lazarus be conucyed to eAbrabams bo« 
ſome, and the Rich glutton be gone to his place, then 
ſhall the trueth appeare manifeſtly 3 e AU chinges 
Worke together for the beſt to them that loue God, Let vs 
learne therefore to meaſure the cuent of thigges, not 
by their preſent condition, but by the prediQion of 
Gods.word, Letyscleaueto his Promile, and waite 
onthe Fifron which hath bis owne time appoynted, it ſhafl 
ſpeake at the laſt, and' (ball not lies though ut tarry; let vs 
wazte for it, it ſball ſurely came, and not flay « Les. vs goe 
into the Sanituarie of God,and conſider the end;there 
ſhallwe find and learne, that there is no peace to the 
Wicked, howlocuecr they flooryſh tor a tigae;; and that 
it can not be,but well wich them thac feare. the Lord. 
e Adarke the upright man, and bebold the. Ins; for the end 
of that man 1s peace : but the tranſgreſſors ſhalbe deffroyed 
rogether, and the end of the Wicked ſhalbe cut-off ; So 
bothin the troubles ofthe Godly, and proſperitic of 


the Wicked,are we bound to ſuſpend our judgment, 


F '# 


till we ſce the end. 


;nthe world,thcir courle is tiot one, they communi» 
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.eare no counſels, yea, their intentions sften-times 
are contrary ;. yet the Lord bringes all their waycs 


ro this -one ende, Tothe good of th:m that lone him, 
Wherc caps they be, inregard of place : what cuer 


' they beginregard of petſons : what cuer their purpo= 


ſes bez how ſoeuer diſagreeing amongſt them ſelues; 


Fer fuch-is the power and prouidence of that iu- 


preame goucrnour our heaucnly Father, that A# of 
chem, Workes together to the good of them that lones bins. 
And hercin doth his Powcrand Wiſedome appeare 
morecleecrely, then in the tempering of this great 
vniuerſe, making Elements of ſo.contrary qualities 
to meete together,& agree inone pleaſant barmony. 
For the illuſtration of chis, let ys marke but one ex» 
ample for all, Iaacob ſendes his 'fonne Joſeph to Doe 
than,to vifite his brethren 3 his brethren caſtes him 
into the Pire, Reuben relieues him, the Marchants of 
Atidian buyes him, and ſelles him againe to Potiphar, 
his Miſtris accufes him, his Mailter condemnes bim, 
the Butler ( after long ingratitude ) recommendes 
himg,and Phareob exaltes him, O what Inſtruments 
are heere! and how many handes are about this 
one youe mar of God : but how doth the Lord 
direct themall ? yea, befide theirowne intention to 
fucther Joſephs aduancement in e/£75pr, for his owne 
good, and the good of his:Church , But now to the 


All the wayes particulars. 


of unpar Sp There is nothing in the werld which workes 
wat: avp. © not forour weale 3 Allthe workes of God, all the 


:bornly againſt firatagems of Satan, all the imaginations of tan, 
this children, arcfor the weale of Gods Children; yea, out ofthe 


me for the 
'beſtrothers, 


molt poyſonable thinges, as Sinne and Death, doth 
the Lord draw healthſome and mediciuall preſer- 


/,  uatiues, ro them that lone hins. ' | 


«All the waye of the Lord((ayth Danid ) are Mercie 
«nd T ruth Marke what he ſayth, and make = 
| chou 
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thou am cxception, where God hath made none 2 P/zl.25. 
eZ}, none excepted « But be thou ſtrengthened in _.. 
Fayth, and giue glory to God, ſaying. with the pas [ob.rz 15, 
tient lob: Albert the Lord Would ſlay mee, yet wilt 1 
zruft in bin. 

Sometime the Lord walkes in the way of anger, 
ſecming angrie with his Children, and to walke 
Rubbornly againft them, which hath mooucd them 
to powre out the like of theſe pittifull Lamentes, 
T be arrowes of the Almightie are vpon me,(faythTob )the Tob.6,4. 
wenime Whereof doth drink: vp my $þ.rit, and the terrours 
of God fight againſt mee: T hou ſettes mee vp as a marke 
azaimſi thee, and-makeſt mee 4 burden to my ſelfe « T hy 
magnation lyeth upon mce 3 ( layth David) Yea from my Pſa. 88.73.13 
youth 1 haue ſuffered thy terrours, d-ubting of my bife. | 
For feucuie, 1 bane had bitter griife, (layd Ezechia ) for Eſaxgtetre | 
the Lord bike a Lion, brake all my bones, jo tbat 1 did chat= ; 
ter lthe a Swallow, _— like - 0% wy ren | 
bid on exery ſide, (faych the Apolile) haning fightings 2, Foy. ng; * 
without, gates 2 pr yetin all 5p (7s 
Lord hath a ſecret way of mercie, wherein he walkes 
and workes forthe comfort ot his Children; which 
albeit for the preſent wee-ean not perceine, andcan lob, 2.24; 
ſec noother, bur the Lord hath taken ys for his ene» 
mics; yet inthe ende, wee ſhalbe compelled to ac-- 
knowledge it, and confeſle, with Damid : O good P/alt te 
was it for mee, O Lord !. that ener thou correfteſt mee: 
Therefore alſo ſayd the Apofile, The Lord is mare , Theſ 1416 
welous in bis Saints. And the Apoſtle cryed our, '* 
O tbe acepeneſſe of the riches bath of the Wiſedome and Rom1t- 3.5. 
Knowle dge God! how woſearchable are his indgementes, © 
and bis waye paſt finding cout. ! His glorie is greae 
when hee worketh by mcanes; his glorie is greates 
when he worketh without meanes 1 but his glorie 
ſbineth moſt brightly, when he worketh by cone 


fraries 
B 3, | 


The Lord 
workes by 
meanes,with- 
our meanes,& 


if A Conduit. of Comfort. 
Ir was a great worke that hee did open the eyes 


ofthe blind man: but greater, that he did by appli- 
cation of Spictle and Clay, ſuch meanes as are mee- 


by cootraries: er tO put out the eyes of the ſeeing man, then to re- 
and then is his ſtore the fightto a blind man, So he wroughe in the 
glory greareſt firſt Creation,cauſing Light to ſhine out of Darknes: 


Flol.b. 


Geth43s. 


So alſo in the worke of Redemption 3 for by curſed 
Death,hee brought happy Lyte s by the Crofle,hee 
obtaynedthe Crowne z and through Shameghe went 
to Glory t And this ſame order, the Lord keeps yet 
inthe worke of our ſecond Creation, which is our 
Regeneration; hee caſteth downe,that he may raiſe 


; vp; hee killes, & hee makes line : hee woundes,and 


hee will binde vp : hee woundes,and hee will heale : 
hee accuſeth his children of finnes, that ſo they may 


get remifle of their ſinnes : hee troubleth their Con=. 
ſciences,that ſo he may pacifie them: and in a word, 


the meanes which he yfeth in working, are contrary 
tothe worke ir ſelfe, which he intendes co performe 
towaredes his Children, Hee ſent afearefull Dark- 
neſſe on eAbrabam,but afterward cemmunicated to 
bim 2 ioyfall Light: hee wreſtled with [aacob, and 
ſhooke him too and fro; but in the-end bleſſed him's 
hee {trokethe Apoſtle Par with blindnes,and then 
opened hiseyes,thathe might know the Lord [eſus: 
hee frownes for a while ypon his owne, as. /oſep? did 
vpon-his Brethren; butin'the end with a loving af- 


_ feQtion ſhall heimbrace them hee may ſeeme'an- 


grie atthy Prayers, as hee put backe the Petition of 


Math.t5.22-rtie Woman of (anaan; but ar length, will graunt a 
| fauonrable anſwere to them: therefore ler vs learne 
to pdſſeſſe our ſoules in patience; ler the Lord worke 
by any meanes it pleaſeth him: Ic is endugh that wee 


know, All the wayes of God,yea eucn when he dealeth 


molt hardly with his Childrea, are mercy, and tendes . 


And. 


20 the goed of thoſe that lowe him. 
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LA Conduit of Comfort. 
And as toSatans ſtrztagems,it is alſo out of doubr, All Sarans 
that they worke for the beſt,to them that lowe the Lord, ratagems, 


worke for the 


nor according to his purpole in deed, but becauſe , 
the Lord trappeth him in his owne ſnare. It vnder gg, 
the Serpents ſhape he deceiued. e4darm, vnder the 

Scrpents name ſhall che Lerd curſe him;andalitheſe 

weapons whereby he intendes to deliroy the worke 

of Gods grace into vs, ſhall che Lord make forcible 

to deſtroy the workemanfhip of Satan into vs, LI 

meane that whole baſtard Generation ot finfull af- 

fAlitions, which Satan hath begotten vpon eur muta« 
ble nature,by a moſt vahappy and ynlawfull copu- 

lation 2 The experience of all the SainAtes of God 
-will prooue this, that Satan by his reſtles temprati= 

ons, doth deftroy him ſclfe ; which is moſt cuidenc 

both in his temptations for ſfinne, which tend to def 

peration, asalſoin his temptations co finne which 

tend to preſumption. Eucry accuſation ofthe Con-,, _ 
ſcience for by-paſt finnes, is a Preſcruatiue to the —— 
Childe ot God , to keepe him from finne in time to for finne,doth 
come 5 hce reaſoning with himſelfe after this maner, good to the 


' If my Enemie doth to diſquict my minde with in- Ciuiltian, 


ward terrours, for theſe finnes which fooliſhly I did 
by his inticement, why thall I harken co him any 
more hereafter, and ſo increaſe the watcer of my pews 
trouble; for what fruite baue I of all the finnes where- DD - my 
in I cooke pleaſure,buc cerrour and ſhame? And ſhall ſoujctharbath 
I Jooke that this forbidden Tree, ſhall render any decciucd mee 
better fruite hereafter? O whata faythlefle traytor as ſoften? 
Saran, hee inticerh man vnto fiane;and when he hath A0dbe2/s 
doxc it, he is the firlt accuſer and troubler of man 

forſinne, When hee workes in vs,he is a temptor 2 

when we haue finiſhed his worke, (which is fione} 

hee is an accuſer of vs to the iudge; and when here» 

turneth, he returneth as a troub'er and a tormentor 

of ys for our ſinnes, Scoppe ty care therefore, O my 

ſoule, 


Shall I beare 
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ſoule from the yoyce of this deceitfull enchaumter, 
Hisremptations againe vnto finne are ſo many pro=- 

uocations, ſpurring vs forwarde to the throne of 

grace: for whileſt we finde his reſtleſſe malice pur- 

ſuing that ſparckle of ſpiriuall life, whereby the 

Lord hath quikened vs 3-and our owne weakneſle 
andinhabilitic to reſiſt him: then we are forced with 

2:Chr.20.12 ijrael in e£gipr, to figh for the thraldome; and to cry 
with Joſeph,O Lord our God,we Wott not what to doe!but 

our eyes are turned toward thee. And who feeles not 
this?chatthe grace of feruenct Prayer, wherein other= 

wiſe we faint, (our handes being more readie to fall 
downethen the handes of e H6g/es, except they be 

ſupported) is greatly wakened, and intended in the 

| Children of Godby the buffets of Saran 2 So they 
2,Cmi12,7, wakened the holy Apoſtle, and ſtirred him vp to 
ſuch feruencie in prayer, that he beſought the Lord 

thriſe,that is, many times,to deliuer him from them 2 
Yea(which is more)the Lord made them effeRuall 

meancs to.beate downe the power of naturall 

pride in him, Jeaſt hee ſhould hare been exalted out of 

meaſure, through the greatnes of kts reuelations, A woune 

dertull worke;that the Father of Pride, becommeth 

againſt his will, a reprefſer of Pride: and hee who 

firſt procured this Poyſon in the nature of Man, is 

made (contrary to his intent) an inſtrumentto. ſup- 

preſſe it. Thus the Lord our God out-ſhooteth 

How affh&j- Satan in his 6wne Bowe : and with the Sword of 
ens are prc- Golah, cutteth off bis OWwWne head - His holy Name 

ftable tro a be prayled therefore for eucr, 

—— Now as concerning outward afflitions,it is true, 
that as the Philtmes could not vaderſtande Samſons 

[ndgy 14.14, Ridole, how Sweete came out of the ſower, and meate out 
of the eater : Socan no Warldlings vnderſtand, thac 

Remy Tribu/ation brinceth out Patience; and that our light 


: 2407 4.171 TRIB A flubbions, can/erÞ vnto vs a farre mare excel 


lent - 
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lent and eternalhwaight of glorie : bur the children of 
God hath learned by experience, that albeit no viſ1- 
tation be ſiweete for the preſent, yet afterwardes it 
bringeth the quiet fruite of righteouſnes ynto them 
who are thereby exercifed 8 and that there is more 
ſolide ioy in Suffring rebuke with Christ, then in all the 
pleaſures of ſrane, which indure out for a ſeaſon . For as 
Hoſes, the mediator of the old Teſtament, by his 
prayer, made the bitter Waters of Marah ſweete, that 
the ſraehtes might drinke of it; fo leſus the medias 
tor of the new Teſtament, by his Paſsion, hath mit- 
tigated to his childrey,the birternes of the Crolle ; 
and not onely mixed it with ioy, but made it moſt 
rofitable, The fotelorne Sonne concluded, newer 
tO returne home tohis Father, till he was brought 
low by aff;iition.. And inany in the Goſpell, were 
forced by Dilcaſes corporall, to runto [etus, where 
others enioying bodily health, did nothing bur dife 
daine him. The earth which is not tilled and broken, 
beares nothing bue Thornes and Briers : the Vines 
waxe wilde by time, except they be proyned and 
cut 2 ſo ſhould our vaine heartes ouergrow with 
vilde affeQions,ifthe Lord by ſanQified trouble,did 
not continually manure them, Therefore(iayd fere- 
me ) 7t is good for aman to beave the yoake in his yokths 
And Dau contefled, 7: was good for him,that tee Was 
afficicd. Yea(ſayth our Sauiour) Eucry branch that 
beares fruite, my heaueniy Father purgeth it, that it may 
brig forth more fruixe » No worke can be made of 
Gold and Siluer, withour Fire 3 and Stones are not 
meete for Pallace worke, except they be pollithed 
and iquared by hamering : no more is it poſsible,that 
wecanbeyefſels of Honour in the houics of our 
God,cxcepr firſt we be fined & melted in the fire of 
affl;tion 3 neither can we be as living Stones, co be 
Naced inthe Wall of the hean-nlz feruſaicm, exc ept 
0 to 
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A Cenanit {Com fort, 
ſs long a5 we are heere, the hand cf Cod bear from 
vs our proud lumpes, by the hammer ot Aﬀiition, 

Phal.ss, As tHlanding Waters putt:fes and rottes, ſo the wice 
ked feares noc God (tayth the 7/a'mſt, Jvecauie they 
haue no changes. efnd eHoat k epes *25 /ent, (layh 

Terib 8.11. the Propher) becauſe he Was nct powred fr, veſſel re 
weſſetl, but bath been at re5t entr ſince 115 youth. Aud 
thecetore, O Lord ! rather the'1 we ſhould keepe the 
old ſent of our naturall corruption, and hue in @ 
carelefle {ecutitie, without tne teare of thy holy 

name, and ſo become fitfalts in var fiunes; no ra- 

ther, O Lord ! change thou vs from eſtate to eſtate ; 

wakea vs withthe preſence of thy hand:purge vs, Q 

Lord ! wich thy fire,and chaſtice ys with thy rodcs; 

alway Lord, with a proteftation, that thou ſtandto 

thy promiſe made to che Sonnes of David, f will vi 

Plalvg them with my roddes, if they ſinne agamſt mec : but my 

«1 mercie will? neucy take from tem, So beit Lord, cuca; 
Sobeir, 

How Death , Te ſame comfort haue we alſo againſt Death; 

Vo works Mat now in Chritt Jeſus, ic is vor a punithmenc of 

for the beſt to ur linnes, buca full accompliſhment ot tie cmiortifi- 

the Chriſtian, cation of {inne, boch in toule and body ; for by it, all 
the conduites of f1ane are ttopped, the weapons of 
viirighteouſneſle broken ; and though our bodyes 
ſeeme to be conſumed, yet arethey but fowen like 
grzines of Wheate, into the ficlde and husbandite of 
3 REIT the Lord, which mult die, betocethey be quickne«; 
pared to the bur in ihe day of harueſt, ſhall ipring vp againe mult 
red ſea,wherin glorious, and ſhalbe re(tored by the tame holy Spi- 
tne Egyptians rice who now dwc.l.es in them 2 ant as to our 
were drow- foules they arerelieued out of this houſe of ſerui- 
ned, and the p : E 
Iſraelites wenr ©99e, and that they may depart and returne to |; 
through to from whorn they came; therefore haue | compared 
C:naan, Death co the Redde Sea, wherein Pharavb and his 

Roms e/Egyptiaus were drowned, and lanke like a Stone to 

the 
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the bottome, but the 1/rae/s: of God, went through 
to their promiſed (Aanaan : So ſhall Death be vnto 
you, O miſerable [nfidels ! whoſe eyes, the God of 
this world hath blinded, thac no more then the blind 
eEpiptians,can you ſee che light of God,that ſhincth 
in $. ſhar, that 18, his Church 3 alhough yee be in 
it; coyoul ſay, your Dcath ſhalbe a Sea of Gods 
vengeance, wizerein yee ſhalbe drowned, and ſhall 
finke with your finnes, heauier then a Milſtone a« 
bout che necke of your ſoule, to prefſe you downe to 
the loweſt Hellez. But 2s to oi, thatare the frae- 
htes of God, yee ſhall walke through the valley of 
Death,and not need to be afrayde, becauſe the Lord 


3s with you ; His Staffe and his Rodde ſhall comfort you © P[al.25. - 


Albeit the rerroursot Hell,the horrour of the Graue, 
the guiltinefſe of S:nne,ſtand about thee ike Moun- 
taines, threatning to ouerwhelme thee 3 yet ſhalt 
thou go ſafe through,to the land of thine inheritance; 
wheregwith eos and Meriam,and all the children 
of God, euen the congregation of the fiſt borne 
T hou ſhalt ſing prayſes toyfully to the' God of thy ſa/uation. 
And thus wee tee, how chat not onely our preſear 
AfﬀiRions, but Satan, Sinne, and Death, are mage, 
to work: for the beſt,to them that love the L-14, 


Exod. 15.11. 


Now 1a the laſt roome concerning the imagina- Howabe plots 
tions of men againſt ys, we {hall have cauſe to ſay of and imaginas 


them in the end,as {oſeph ſayd ro his brechren, You did 
it Unto wee for enill, but the Lord turned it unto good, 
T he whole Hiitorie of Gods Booke, is as a cloude 


tions of men 
worke for the 
beſt to the 
Chriſtians, 


of manitold witneſles concurting alrogether ro CONe 


fime this crueth: I content my tclte theretore for all, 
to bring one. When Dad was going forward in 
the Battaile againſt //rael with eAchifh King of Gath, 


(vnder whom he foiourned for a while, in the time of 


his banithment) the remanent Princes of the Phi 


bjime, commaunded him to goe backe ; and this 


KO - they 
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they did for the worſe to diſgrace him, becauſe they 
diftruſted him $ bur the Lord turned it tohim ſor the 
beſt: Conlider Dauids eſtate now, and yee ſhall 
{ſee him fer betwix! two great extremities. It he had 
þ gone backe of his owne accord, the Phikſtines might 
iÞ __ haueblamed bim, and handled him as an enemie? 
if hee had come forwarde, hee ſhould haue been 
| guiltie of the blood of 1/ae!, and eſpecially of 
| Sul the Lordes annoyted.;5 who was ſlaine in that 
fe Battaile. | 
| | In this ſicaite,the wit sfman can finde him no outs . 
| gate,but che prouident mercie of God deliuers hinz 
:n ſuci fort, that no occalien of offcnce is giuen to 
Saul & his people, becauſe Daxid came not againſt 
themzneither yet could the Phifſiines condemne him, 
M7 vecaule he went backe by their commaunde, So 
notable a benefite did Dawid receiue cuen by that 
; ſame deed, wherein his eaemies thought chey had 
il done him notable a ſhame : and it ſhould learne vs 
ky ja our ſtraighteſt extremities whereunto men can 
bi drive vs,to dependeonche Lord; and cuer then to 
4 hope for an outgate, when we ſec none For ſuch is 
| thy providence, O Lord, whereby in mercy thou 
watchelſt ouer thoſe that joue thee, that theſe cuilles 
chat are intended againſt them, by thee, are curned 
into good tothem, 
Ifrhiscomforr And heere we haue further to confider,that ſeeing 
belong rocuc- this is the priuiledge of cuery onc that loues the 
ric memÞcr, } orq; much more mult it appertaine to the whole 
much more to x, gs x ; 
þ ts wholebo. Ch of God, Itisthe portion of eAvrabam, als 
if dy and tne beit rhe Father of the Faythfull, yct one of Gods 
H of the Cnurch Ciiloren , 1 will biefſe thems that bleſſe thee, end curſſe 
Ll them that carſſe thee : And ihallit not belong(thinke 
| | wee) to allche congregation ofthe firſt borne? Wall 
 Zach.2.5 notthe Lord be aWall of fire rounac avout ons 
an 


—_— 
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and the olory in the midaejt of her ? Will lace not keepe ber 
45 the apple of his eye ? Shall not eruſalem be as a Cuppe 
of Poyſon vnto all her enemies, and 4 heame Stone? Zach, 12.2, 
Yea ſurely all that life it vp ſhall be torne,though all 
the people of the carth be gathered togearher a- 
gainſt it 5 the weapons made againſt her ſhall not 
proſper ; and cuery tongne thar ſhall riſe againſt her 
m iudgement,ſhall be condemned , Thisis the he- 
ritage of the Lordes ſeruantes, and the portion of 
them who loue him, For the Church is that Axke 
of God, which may mount vp higher as the Waters Ger.7.14. 
:increaſerh; but can not be overwhelmed 2. the , | 
Buſh which may burne, but can not be conſumed ; Ex9d, 342 
the Houſe built on a Rocke, which may be bea- : 
ten with wind and raine, but cannot be oucrthro- Math-7. 15. 
Wen, | | 
The Lord who changeth times and ſealons; who Encmies of | 
takes away Kinges, and ſettes vp Kinges t-hath re- Gods Church, 
prooued Kinges for his Churches ſake :and hee go- ow OY 
uerneth allthe Kingdomes of the earth 1n ſuch ſort, OY 
that their rytjnges and fallinges, their changes and 
murations, are all diſpenſed for the good of his 
Church:for there is but one of two ſentences, wheres 
in all che Indges of the world may iudge of them- 
ſelues, and ſec clearely their end, Either that, which 
eWoraccailayd : Eſter, Who knowes if for this thou art 
come to the Kingdome, that by thee achueraurce might 
Corse to Goas people ? Or elfe that which e Hojes in 
Gods name fayd to Pharaoh, (the firit oppreſſor 
of Gods Church in his aduleſcencie) 7 hare ſer 15ce 
vp to aeclare my power, becauſe thou exaiteſt thy ſelfe 
againit my prople, | ; 
| How mucrzble then are they, who when they 
 arehigheſt,abuſcth their power,to hold the people of 
God loweſt? 
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Haue they not. cauſe to feare, leaſt the Lord haue- 


ſet them vp againſt him, as an Obie of bis Power 
and luſtice? It we will marke the courſe of the Lords 
proceeding cuer fince the beginning of the world, 
wee ſhall finde, that as he orders the itate of carthly 


Pawer, tor the accompliſhment of his will concere 
ning his Church; fo euermore a bleſsing followes.. 


them, who are 1nftrunents of her good : and by the 


contrary, 3n inuitable cur{[: tollowes thein , who 


are the inſtruments of hercuvil, 

When the Lord concluded to bring his Church 
from Canaan, to ſojorne in ecipr, hee (ent 1uch a 
Famine 1n Canaan, as comyellec ther to torſake it: 


but mace p.entie in e/£217t, by the hand of Joſephz - 


whonr.the Lord fent before as a provilor to his 
Church; and by whom Phar zo was ma''e ſo fauou- 
rable to /acob,that he was allowved to dwel in Grſhen? 
but whea {ach time came. that he would cranflate 
his Churchtrom e/Epipt to Canaan, then hee altered 
Pharaohs countenance ; hee rayſed vp anew King, 
which knew not /oſeph, and turned the e/£prptians 


heartes away from Iſrael, fo that they vexed Jjrael, . 


and cauſed them to ferve by crueltie zand all this the 
Lord did,to theend his people ſhould become wea- 


ric of Et, and inforced by violence to make for- . 


ward to Canaan, whereas otherwayes (as it well ap« 
peores) if they had been danted as in the beginning, 
they would haue negleRed the promiſed Land, and 
contented themſc]ues with Onwns and Fleſhpots of 
Eg2pt. Thus Pharaoh by his obſtinacie bringes on 
him tele, his iuſt Celetued puniſhment;and the Lord 
workes to his people their yndeterued deliverance? 
and afterward, when the finnes of his people drew to 
that ripencſſe, that they had cauſed their dayes to 


Zzech.22,4 draw neare, & were come to their tearme,the Lord 
e${4410+ 5, ſturred vpthc King of Babcl,as the Rod ot his wrath, 


and 
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-and Staffe of his indignation, he 1. nc him tothe dife 
jembling Nation, and gaue b1n a charge agaift the 
people of Is wrath,to take the ſpoyle and the prey, 
and to tread the vnder feete like myre in the [treets: 
and then that the Lord migbt be aucnged of the 
fianes of 1/7ael, he ſubdued all Kingdowes round 
about them ynder the King of Babel, that no {loppe 
or impzdiment ſhould be 1n their way to hold off 
the iudgementtrom them 2 But yet againe,when the E/a.104t2, 
Lord had accompliſhed all his workes ypon Amrit 
Son, and the appoyntedtimeof mercie was £ome, 
and the 70, yeares of Captiuitie was expired, then ole 
the Lord viſited the proude heart of the King of ——— 
eAſhur,; and for his Churches ſake, he altered againe 1, 1. each 
the gouernment of the whole carth, tranſ]ating the alered forthe 
Empire to the eedes and Perſians, that Cyrss the Churches 
Lords annoynted, might performe co his people the *t 
promiſed deliuerance , All which, ſhould learne vs 
in the greateſt changes and alterations which can 
fall ouc inthe world, coreſt aſſared,that the Lord wil 
workefor the good of his Church, though the carch Pſal.4zs 
ſhould be mooued, and the mountaines fall into the 
middeſt of the Sea; yea though the waters thereof 
rage and be troubled, yer there is a Riuer whoſe 
ſtce:mes ſhall make glad the Cittie of our good 
God, in this midltot it, and therefore it ſhall not be 
mooued 2 yea they who ſhould be as nurſing fathers 
& mothers vato the Church of God, may forfak her, 
& become her enemies : but a(ſuredlythey ſhall pe- 
rith 520d comtort & Geliverance (ball appeare' ynto 
Gods people out of an other place, The Lord for a 
while may put the bridle of bondage in the Philiſtines 
handes to humble 1/rae! tor their finnes, but 3t ſhall — 
be taken from :hem: and the day ſhall come, where- Eſa,12-#« 
in we ſhall with toy draw Water ouc of the Welles 
of {aluacton, and prayle the Lord, ſaying 4 Though 
thus 


ht LA Conduit of Comfort; 
| 0, | ebouwaſt angry with mee, thy wrath is turned away and 
(#8 thou comforteſt mee , Yea, St ſhall cry out, and ſhowt 
wht for toy, for great ts the Holy one of Iſrael in the mideSt- of 
(7 her : and therefore in our loweſt humiliations, ler 
| vs anſwere our aduerſaries. Reioyce not againſt me, 
| JEW Oh mine enemiegthough Ifail, I ſhall riſes and when 
i | I ſhall fir in darknefle;the Lord is a light ynto mee: 
| | I will beare the wrath of the Lord; becauſe I haue 
finncd againit him, vncill hee plead my cauſe, and 
Fi execute indgement for mee, he will bring me foorth 
by Aticher.s, © the Iight,andT ſhall ſee his righteouſnefle 2 then he 
af | *. thatis mine enemie, ſhall looke ypon it, and ſhame 
if Whatis z fhallcouerhim who ſayd to mee, What is the Lord 
tt Chriſtians Thy God ? Now ſhall he be trodden vnder, as the. 
= beſh, myre in the ſtreete: yea, fo let all thine encmies pe= 
þ | r1ſh,0 Lord! | | 
mW -. For the beſt , This beſt, isno other thing, but that 
| precious ſaJuation prepared co be ſhowen vs inthe 
[8 laſt time, reſerued in the heauens for vs, and where« 
ynto we are reſerued, by the power of God through 
Fayth ; whereof we learne that our beſt cftare is not 
nh yet wrought fo as itis accompliſhed ; iris only in the 
| 1 Pets, working, fayes the Apoſtle 4 and.rtherefore we are 
notco looke tor it inthis lite, 
There is a great difference betweene the godly 
Thewicked andthe wicked ; the one enioyes their belt in this 
man 13 at his life :the other, lookes for it, and are waiking toward 
IR it; For if ir hould be demanded, when a wicked man 
wes homer isathis be{?I would anfwere,his belt is cuil inough; 
but then a wicked man is at the belt, when he comes 
firſt into the world; for then his ſinnes are feweltyhis 
\y icg2ment eaftelt, It had bin therivre-good for him, 
# Tob.3,41, that the knces had not prevented him, but that he had aye 
im the birth : fox as a River which 15 imalleſt at the be- 
a ginniog, increeſeth as it proccedes by the accesſion 
| of other Waters into itztill at length it be ſwallowed 


VP 


A Conduit of Comert, 


vp into the deepesſo the wicked,the longer he liueth, 
Waxeth ener. worſe and worſe; deceining,. and being dee 
ceined ( layh the Apolile.) Proceeding from exull to 
werſe (layth Jeremy, ) till at length he be ſwallowed ferag13s 

vp in that Lake that burneth With Fire and BrimFtone , Rent g,eos 
Andthis the Apoſtle expreſſeth. moſt Gignificantly, 

when he compares the wicked man ynto one gathe- 

ring a treaſure, wherein he heapes vp wrath to him» 

ſelfe, againſt the day of wrath 2 For euen as the 
Worldling, who cucty day caſteth in a peece of mo- 

ney in his treaſure, in few yeares multiplies ſuch a Rowzy 
ſumme, the particulers whereof hee him ſelfe is not. 

able. co keepe in minde; but when he breakes vp his 

Boxe, then he fandes in it ſundry ſortes of Coyne, 

whereof he had noremembrance : Euen fois it, and A ,, among 
worſe, with thee, O impenitenc man, who not onely for impeni- 
cuery day,buteuery hower and moment of the day, tent ſinners, - 
doeſt multiply thy tranſgreſsions, and defile thy 
Conſcience, hoording vp into it ſore deadl worke os 
other 2 to what a reckoning thinke(t thou, ſhall 
thyſinncs amount in the end, though thou torger 
them as thou commirteſt them ? Yet the Apoltle 
telleth thee,that thou haſt laid them vp ina treaſure, 
and not onely fo, but with every ftnne, thou haſt 
gathered a portion of wrath proportionable to thy 
finne, which thou ſhalt perfeQly know in that day 
wherein the Lord ſhall breake vp thy creaſure, and 
open the booke of thy Conticiencegand ſet thy finnes PAM; : 
in order before theet then ſhall T bine owne wickedneſſe ſal $0.1, 
corrett rice, and thy turninge backe, ſha!l reproone thee : 
then ſhalt chou know and b:hold, rhat it is an enili thing 
ard a bitter, that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy God : 
And ſhalt be aſtoniſhed to ſee fich a multitude of 
wicaefles ſtanding vp againſt thee ; chen ſhalc chou 
perceiuethar theſe finnes which thou halt caſt be- | 
kind thy backe, the Lord hath ſet thens in che light of P{al.goute -; 
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The Chriſtian 
is not at his 
beit now :; it 


is in the 
working , 
only, 
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A Conn of Comfort, 


his countenanee : and then woe ſhallbe vnto thee, for 


the Lord ſhall turne thine owne wayes vpon thy 
head, when thou haſt accompliſhed the me ature of 
chine iniquitie $ the Lord ſhall gtae thee to erinke 
of che cuppe which thou baſt failed with tune owne 
hand, and thalJl doubte his ſtripes vpor thee, accare 
ding tothe mulcitude of thy tranſy:cl>ions. 

Bur asto the Children of God, it you wil alke, 
When they are at their belt? Ia (ric. Proyied be 
God, out woiſt is away,our good :5 be; uns vic beſt 
isat hands as our Sauiour fayd to his Kivimen, to 
may we ſay to the Worldlings: Y our Tzmc #5 always 
but, 175 tame 25 r:0t yet come « Wee were 2t the worit 
immediatly before our conuctfion; tor cur whole 
life tall then, was a walking with the children of diſ- 
obedience in the brode way that leades to daminatie 
on: and then were wee at the worlt, when we had 
proceeded furtheſt in the way of varighteouſncſle, 
for then were we furtheſt from God , Our belt be- 
gan1n the day of our recalling, wherein the Lord by 
his Word and holy Spirit, called ypon ys, and inade 
ys eurne our backes ypon Satan, and our face toward 
the Lord, and ſo cauſed vs part companie with the 
children of diſobedience; among whom, we had 
our conuerſation before: then we came home with 
che penitent forlorne,to our fathers family; but they 
went forward intheir finaes to indgement 3 That 
was a day of diuifion betwixt vs and our fianes ; In 
that day (with /ſrae]) we entred into the borders of 
Canaan into Grlgall,& there were we circumciied,and 
the ſhame of e/£g:pr was taken ir6 ys,eacr our finne, 
which is our ſhame indeed, & which we haue borne 
fromour mothers woinbe ; che Lord graurt chat we 
may keepe it for euer in thankefu!l remembrance: 
and tiat we may e-unt it a double ſhame to rcturne 
againe tothe bondage of e£2ipt, to icrue the jour 
0 


A Conduit of Comſort. 


of Darkneſe in Bricke and Clay 5 that is, to haue 
fellowthip any more with the vntruittull workes of 
darkneſſe, bu: thac like the redeemed of the Lord, 
wee may Watk: from ſtrength to ſtrength, till we appeare Pſal 8467 
before the face of cur G94 tn Sion "_ ; 

Alwayes this cifference of eſtates of the godly This diffe- 
and wicked, thould learne vs patience ; Let vs nor wee _ 
ſeeke that in the Earth, which our gracious God oy pliers 
ia his moſt holy diſpenſation hathreſerued tor vs in njny cheir 
the Heaueri; Let vs not be like the fooliſh Jewes, beſt, ſhould 
who loued the place of their Baniſhmear in Babe, learns vscom« 
better then their home; For heere we are not at our #917 and pat 
beſt , now our life is bid with the Lord, and wee know ©05 

1. Toh. 3. 
nut yet what ve fhallbe : but we know when he ſhall ape 
peare, Wwe ſhall be kke him : the Lord (hall carry vs by bus p. 0 | Fl 
mercie,and bring vs in his ſtreagth to ns holy havitation 3 "NI 
Hee ſhall planc vs in the mountaine of his inheri- 
tance, cuen the place which he hath prepared3 and 


I 3s 


Ea. 35 +10, 


fanRuarie which he hath eſtabliſhed ; then, Enerla- 


ſting ivy ſh ube vpon our heaves, and ſorrow and mourning 


ſhall flee away from vs for euer. And now till the 


Lord hath accompliſhed his wotke into vs,let vs not 

faine, becauſe rbe witked fl,riſh : neither thinke we Pfal3s. 
haueclenſed our handes in vaine, becauſe they prof 

per, they are tobe pictied rather then enuied 1 let 

them cate and crinke, and be merry; ſure it is, they 

will never {ee a blyther day then that which they ſee 
preſently ; they haue entoyed their Heauen inthe 
Earth 3 they have recciued their conſolation in this 

life, and hath gottentheir portion in this world . Oh 7,4 19% 
what tongue canexpreſle cheir tmiſerie ! And yet as 


Szmaeci:nourned for Srl when God reicfted him: How miſera- 


and erenzy weps in ſecret forthe pride of his people, ble are the 


"gp 
thac would nct rep:n! of their finnes; How can we ER 


but take yp a. bitrer Jamentation for many of you, heaucn in the : 


whom in this time of Grace, wee ſee to be ſtrangers: earth, 
D 2, from. 


na 
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1 A Conduit of Comfort, 
from Grace? We with from our hearts,yee were nog 
like the Kinsmen of Lo, who thought he was ſcot= 
ping,when hce tolde them of # Iudgement to come 
' and therefore for no rrqueſt wonld goe with him 
out of Sogors, but tarryed while the fire of the Lords 
indignation conſumed them, But rather as Sara foiloe 
wed Abraham from (haldee to Canam, ſo you would 
take ys by the hand, and goe forward wich vs, from 
the Helles to the Heauens , Bur alafle, rhe ues of the 
Fiſh, holdes you captiue, your Simes hath blnded 
you, and the Zoxe of the world doth berwitche you; 
but all of them in th*end, ſhall deceiue you: For e4# 


Exl(2,17," the labour vnder the Sunne, is but vanitie and vexation of 


irtt, When you haue finiſhed your raske, you 
ſhalbe lefſe contentthen yee were at the beginning; 
you ſhalbe as one wakened out of a dreame, who in 
hisſleepe thought he was a poſſeſſor of many things, 
but when he awaketh, behold, he hath nothing, Like 
that Rich man ,who (ayd in his ſecuritie, Aow ny 
foule,thou baft mickle good for many days: and euen vp= 
pon the next day, redaRted to ſo great pouertie with 
him that deſpiſed Lazarrs, that he had not ſo much 
asadrop ofcold Water to coole his tongue: with : 
then ſhall you lament, Wee haue wearied our ſtlues 
in the way of iniquice, and ict did not profice ys. 
Alaſſe,how ſhail l learne youtobe wiſe ? TheLord 
when he created man, ſethim in aroome aboue all 
his creatures; and now degenerate man, ſers every 
Creature in his heart aboue the Lord, O tearctull 


"Denut-32:6. ingratitude. Do you ſoreward the L574 , yee fooliſh people 


and vnW;e? There is nothing which you conceiue to 
be good; but when you wantic, you are carefull co 
ſecke it 3 when you hauecit,you are carefull to keeps 
it; onely you are careleſſe of the Lord Icfus,though 
hee be that incomparable Jewell, that brings lightin 
-darkeſle, life in death, comfort in trouble, mercic a» 
gainſt 


'LH Condit of Comfort. 
.Sainſt al Judgement; you ſhould ſet him as a Signet 
on your heart,as an Ornament on your head; & pur 
him on as that glorious actire that gets you place to 
Rand before God , But what paines do youtake to 
ſecke him? what afſuranec haue you, that yee arc in 
him? or what mourning doe you make, becauſe yee 
are ſtrangers from him ? Can yeefay that the tenth 
of your thoughts & words, are imployed ypon him? 
Alas, how long will you wander afcec yanities,and 
. followelyes? Will yee for eucr forſake the Foun- 
taine of lyuing Waters, and digg to your {clues bro- 
ken Pittes that can holde no Water ? O conſiaer this 
(in time) yee that forget the Lard, leaft he teere you in 
pecres,and there be none ts detiner you. 

The laftleflon wee oblſerue in this part of the 


to the wicked: there is nothing fo cleane\, which 
they defile not 2 nothing ſo excellerit, which they 
abuſe not , Make Sazla King, & Balaam a Prophet, 
and /udas an Apolile, their preferment shalbe cheir 
deſtruRion . If they be in proſperiuie,they contemne 
God, and their proſperitic becomes their ruine : 1f 
they be in aduerfitic, they blaſpheme him ; and like 
raging waues of the Sea, caſt out their owne dirt to 
their ſhame, Yea, what ſpeake 1 of theſe thinges, 
eaen their table ſhalbe a ſnare ts them? Jeſus Chriſt 7s 4 
rocke of offence to them,the Goſpel the auokr,of death to 
tem, and their prayer is turned into ſine to them; And 
what more excellcnt thinges then theſe, as a foule 
Romacke turneth moſt healthſome food into cor- 
ruption, lo their polluted Conſcience, turne Iudges 
ment into Gall; & the fruite of Righteouſneſle,into 
Wormewood; And all this' ſhould prouoke vs to 
become good. in our perſons, or elle there is nothing, 
were it neuer ſo good,can be profitable yato ys. | 
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All thinges 
yerſe,is this: as All rthinges workes for the veſt, to them wotke to the 
that loxe the Lord) fo all thinges workesfor the wort Worſt, to the 
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A Conduit of Comfort. 
Too them that love God. Heere followes the ſecond 


part of the verſe, conteyning adeicription of the per» 
ſons to whom this priuiledge appertaineth, rogether 


perſonsto who with a reaſon of the former comfort ; of torce AB 


the former 
comfort be. 


Jongeth, 


Our calling 
comes from 
Gods purpoſe, 
and catries ys 
$o the deter= 
Mined BiOry, 


thinges muſt worke for the beſt, (that is to faluation) ro 
them that lone God, becaute they arc called (namely to 
{1jnation) according to Gods purpsye. The firength of 
this reaſon, ſtandes in che neceſsitic and tminutabili- 
tie of the Purp;ſe of God, more ſtable then the De= 
cree of thee Hedes and Perſians z for what he hath 
decreed, can not be revoked, annulled, nor impeded. 
Tris that ſupreame cauſe of all, which orders aſl in« 
feriour caules and incidents whatfocuerin ſuch fort, 
that they muſt worke ro the aduancement of that 
moſt high purpoſe of God, 

This rea! is made clearer in the ſubſequent verſe, 
where the Apoille lets vs ſee how the linkes of the 


golden Chcine of our Saluation ate knit togeather 


inſeparable, by the hand of God, that-no power in 
heauen or earth can ſunder them 3 whereot it comes, 
that he that is ſure of one,is ſure of all . Anil now let 
vs takea ſhore viewof ic, tor confirming the Apoſtles 
reaſon ; Eleftion is the firſt, and itis the molt anci» 
ent Charter of the r12ht of Gods Children to their 
fathers inheritaunce . Callmg, is the ſecond, andit is 
that gift of God whereby wee are cognolced the 
Sonnes of Gol, and our Elkton ſecret in it (ele, is 
made manifeſt ro our tejues and others. /u5tification 
15 the third, avd itis that Grace of God, whereby we 
ace infeft in Icſus Chriſt in ſuch fort, that wee are 
made one with him, and partakers of all that is his, 
Slirification is the laſt, and itis that Grace of God 
whereby wee ſhalbe entered in the due time, full 
heires to our heauenly Father, | 

No King on the earth can produce {6 2uncient a 
zioht to his Crowne, as the Chuillian, effcually. 


=. 


; called: 


A Conanit of Comfort, 


called. No Man on the earth can be cognoſced his 
Fathers heire ypon ſuch ſufficient warrant, as the 
Chriſtian . Forin his Regenerarz;on, the Fatiier come 
raunicates to him his Image, his Nature, his Spirit, 
whereby he begins from feeling, to call C9 his tan 
ther; and ip life and manners rejembleth bin, No 
Freceholder fo ſurely.infetr in h1s Langes, hauing ie 
many confirmations ot his right,as bath the iuiiified 
Chriſtian;who ypon his gite, hath receiued the Eats 
nelt,the Pledge, the Scale, and the Witnell oi the 
great King, Andlalt of all, tlie Cha'tian ſhall be 
entered to the full truxton of his inheritaunce, wit 
fuch 1oy and triumph in the g:orious aGemblie ofthe 
Sainet:s,as the hke was never leene 1n the world, no 
not in /eru{ale that day when Saiomon fate downe 
in his fachers Throne; then their 1oy- was lo great, 
T tat the earth rang with the ſound of them : Dut nothing 
comparableto this , and herein ſtandes the excel. 
lencic of a Chriſtian, and certaintie of his {aluation, 


t Kin 1.46 


% oe 


For this Cheyne of our Saluation reacheth (as T Howthe Chri- 
may lay)from eternitie to eternitie 2 the begitrming ſian is made 
ot ic (aibecic betore beginning) is our cleRiun : rhe _— _ 
end of it (albeit without end) is our glorification! NE rs 
Andthele two endes of the Cheyne,the Lord keepes * 
them ſure and ſecret in his owne hand 2 but the 
ewo middle linkes of the Cheynegto wit, Callmg and 
Inf ification, the Lord hath letten them downe trom 
the Heauen to the Earth, that wee ſhould gripe and 
apprehend them; that being ſure of the two imjndle 
Linkes,we might allo be ſure of the ewo eades; be= 
caule the Lor4 hath kaic chein inſeparably together, 

Then thou, who wouliit be comforted with the at 
ſurance of thy lsluacion, take heed to this, making it 
knowen to thine owne Conſcience by a holy lite, 
that God hath called theeand iultifizd thee: Gripe- 
ſure, as it were with the one haulthe Linke of Cale 
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tion in this 
Jife,cach man 


A Conduit of Comfort.” 
ling,and with the other hand, the linke of Tuſtificatio- 


on;then mayſt thou know aſſuredly, ElcRion before 
the world is thine 5 Gioxfication after this, ſhall alſo 


hath to conſfi- be thine, To make this yer more plaine,wearetore.. 


der of his e- 


nerliſting 


wealc or woe, 


member,this mortal life of ours,is a ſhort interieed 
poynt of Time betwixt ewo Eternities (if ſo I may 
call jt;) or like. a ſtepping Stone - berwixt two. 
Gulphes, wherevpon ſome in feare and trembling, 
worke out their {aluation; and fo teppes from Gods 
eccrnall Ele&ion to endlefſe glorification . Others 
againe, 11 wantonnefle & carcleſſe ſecuritic,drinkes 
in Iniquitie with greedineſſe, and ſo ſteppes from. 
the decree of Reprobation, chat moſt juſtly they 
procure their cuerlaſting condemnation : So that 
cuery man is to conſider of his everlaſting weale or. 
woe by his preſent diſpoſition in this life . Oh chat 
we had ſanified memories, to remember this ſo- 
long as we are heere, If of weakeneſſe we fall, we 


' mayriſeagaine 3 and if we have not learned well to 


repent in one day, we haue leauc of the Lordes pa- 
tience tolearne it better an other day : his. name be 
prayſed therefore, who hath opened a doore of mere. 
cic tO ſinners,and with Jong ſuffering, waites for our. 
repentance, But he whoin the day of his tranſmi- 
gration fteppes the wrong ſteppe, will neuer ger. 
Jeauve toamende it, Where the tree falles,it ſhalllie. 
there, the wicked diesin their ſfinnes,and ſo ſteppes 
downeward to the deepe Pit and Gulph, out of ce. 
which thereisno redemption. Ler vs therefore be 
well aduiſed before we leape. Ler vs faſten our feet 
in the borders of that Canaanintime, which ſhall be 
done, if wemake our whole life a proceeding from 
Eleftiin to'G brificatt-n,and that through Callmg and 
Tuſtification ;. which two, is infeparably following. |. 
mem, theBanAification & Renouation of the whole- + 
man, The Lord make ys wiſe in time, that we may. - 
conſider. : 


A. .Conduit of Comfort. 
conſiderour courſe,..and: thinke of the end wheres 
yntoit leades vs 2 forthere is but one of ewo, as Moe 
ſes prateſted to the [/raclirs,fo do I vito you: Thaxe 
layde this. day life and aeath before you: the [Lord giue 
you grace tomake choyce of the beſt. 

But.now toreturnetothe wordes of this deſcrip- 
tion of the perſons,to whom this priuiledge .appere 


tayneth, wee haue theſe thinges, Firſt; the Purpoſe . 


of God : Secondly, his Calling eccording to bis Purpoſe: 
T hirdly, the enident token accordingro Gods calling, 
which 1s, the loue.of God. The Purpoſe of God,concer- 
ning thy ſaluatis, thou mayeſt know by thy Calling: 
and if againe thou wilt try thy: Calling, try it by the 
Laxe of God, which.chou findesinthee. And of thele 
three,naw.let vs ſpeakeſhortly.. . | 


eAccording to his Purpoſe . Heere:you ſee then Wharcomfore - 


how the Apoltle draweth our Callimg from.the Pure 
poſe of God : and ſo. when he willcomtort-vs-with tho 


certaintie ofqurSaluation, heeleades ys our of our 2 
ſclucs,vp tothe Rocke that is higher then wee ; hee the Lordsvn= | 
teacheth ys to caſt our Anchor within the Vaile,and changeable * 
to faſten our Soulesyponthat vnchangeable Parpoſe purpole: 


of God. It is molt expedient forthe children of God, 
ro marke this, becauſe the manifold changeswe find 
in our ſelues, do often times interrupt the- peace of 
our mindes, that the:Lord our God hath in tuch ſore 
diſpenſed our. Saluation, that the ground thereof is 
laydin his owne immutable Pal. but the markes, 
tokens, and pletiges, he placeth in them, after their 
Calling,for whom itwaserdayned. The tokens are 
changeable, as wee our ſelues in whom they are, are 
changeable, but the ground holdes faſt, being layde 
in the ynchangeable God,in.whoim falles.no ſhadow 
of alteration 2 and this: ſhould.comfort vs againſt 
' ourdayly viciſsitudes,changes,defees,and tempos» 
rall delenions.s.0ur mn ey faint, our ſpiritual 


life - - 


4 wo? 
4 Ly 


Cour merites calua 


A Conduit of Comfort. 
' life may languiſh, our Hope hoouer, our Heartes in 
praying fall downe like the intcebled handes of 
e Hoſes, yetlet vs not deſpaire, no change in vs,can 
alterthe Lords vnchangeable Purpoſe: hee who hath 
begun the worke in vs, will alſo perteR ic. Becauſe 7 


 Aalez.b. amnot changed ({ayththe Lord) therefore ss ir that yee, 
O ſomes of lacob,are not conſumed. | 
Our ſaluation This Purpoſe of God, is called otherwayes,The will 


ie ncither in of God, and, T be good pleaſure of his will: and it doth 
part nor inthe learne ys, to-gine tothe Lord the prayſe which is due 
wholcaſcrived tg him,namely the prayſe of the whole worke of our 
tion,ſhould be aſcribed co the goed pleaſure of 
bis will onely, and not co our foreſeene Merites z that 
poylon ofpride, which Satan powred in our firft 
Parents, whereby he provoked them to aſpire to be 
<£quall with God, doth yer appeare in their poſteri- 

\ tiez the corrupt heart of man euer ayming at this, 
eyther in part orin whole, to have the prayſe of Sal» 
uation aſcribed ro him, and fo would ftare-yp in the 
roome of God, yſurping that glory which belongeth 
tothe Lord, and he will not giue eo anotfer : then 
the which nofacriledge more fearcfull can be com- 
mitted againſt.the Lord. O man! content thee 
with that which che Lord offers thee, and let that 
alone which the Lotd+reſerueth to him ſelfe . fy 
Peece(ſayth the Lord) 1 gine vnto you, but my Glorie ! 
will not gixee to an others It is enough that the ſalua- 
tion of the Lord is thine ; bur as tothe glorie of Sal- 
uation, letit remaine tothe Lord : hie is for this, cal* 

- led T he Father of Mercie, becauſe Mercieibredde in 
-his owne boſome tz 'wany- cauſes without himſelfe, 
found he without hiinſelfeqmoouing him to execute 
Juſtice; but acauſe moouing him ro: ſhew mercie 
found he neuer,ſaue onely,T he good pleaſare of bis will. 

T herefore ſayth the Apoſile, The Lord bath called 
vs with a holy calling, tot according to our Workes; but ave 
cording 
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cording to his Purpoſe and Grace , Surely except the 

Lord hadreſerued Mercie for ys, we had been like 
Sodame and Gomorrah, but it hath pleaſed him in bis- 
Mercie,of the ſame lumpe of Clay, to make vs vel- 

ſels of Honour,whereot he hath-made others yeſlels 

of diſhonour ; and who is able ſufficiently to thinke 

of ſo greata benefite? Fherefore let the Redeemed 

ofthe Lord,ery out with a louder voyce then Dazid, Pals. 
Q- Lord ! What are wee, that thou haf#t b:en ſo mmafall of 

vi? Not unto vs O Lord! not unto vs,but unto thy name, 
gine the glory: for thy louing kindnefle, and for thy 
truthes ſakes for our ſaluation commeth of God, 

thac fits ypon the Throne, and of the Lambe : co 

thee therefore bepraylſe, and honour, and glorie for 
cucrand cuer. | | 

.. To them that ave called. The Purpeſeof God, which Two callngs 
is ſufficientin it ſelfe, is made knowne and manifeft outward, and + 
to vs by bis (alling; for our Calling is a declatation.of inward- 
the Decree of our Elton, and as. it were the ſecret: 
Voyceot God, bringing from the Heauens to our 
Soulcs, this comfortable meſſage, That wee are the 
Sonnes of God. Now we.muſt know, that Gods Ca! 

ling is ewofold : one: outward, which is common al- | 

ſors the wicked, and of it ſpeakes our Saujour, Many 

are called,but few are choſen ; T he other inywarde and + 
effcuall, proper onely to the Godly, whom the 
Lordis purpoled to ſauce. And this will learne vs to: 
confiderof three fortes of men in the world, whereof 

ſome nor calledat all ; ſome called, but not choſen 3 

fome choſen, and therefore called to be ſanftified, - 


view of all mankind, ſhall find them as it were ſtan. ſtandes in 3. 

arc within the third. In the ourmoſt Circle are all **0* 27< hap” 

thole on whom the Lord hath not youchſafed 1o |þo are withe -- 

muchas awoutward calling ; and hegre Randes the inthe third, + 
Ek orearelt 


juſtified, and glorified . Yee that will take a right All the world | 


ding in three Circles ; they onely being happy who Circlc5,8 that - + 
py,cxcept they - / 
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; greateſt pare of the world Inthe middlemoſt Cir? 


\ 


cle, which is much narrower, are alithoſe which are. 


| — of Gods outward-calling by the Word & 


Acramentes. : And in the third Circle, which is of 
ſmalleſt compaſſe (in regardoof the rel) ſtandsthode, 
who befide the outwardcalling of God by his Word, 


; are called alſo inwardly and effeRually by his Holy 


Spirit. Theſe are Chriſtes ile Flocke,the few cho 
ſen,the communion of SainRs, the Lords thirdpart, 
ſotoſpeake with. Zacharre; the two partes ſhall be 
cut off and diegbut zberhird will the Lord fine as Siluer 
and Gold : of them willche Lord ay; T his is my people: 
and they ſpall ſay,T he Lord « my God, Ic isa great _ 
in deed, that wee are brought from the viterino 


| Circle yaco the ſecond; bur it. is not-fufficient- to 


faluation: yea'rather they who Rand in the ſecond 


. Circle, heating the yoyce of God call them to re« 
.. pentance, and yet harden their heartes, and will not 
follow the Lord,may loke for amorctearefull con 
. dempnation,thenthey: who are-in the vitermoſt 


ranckeof all. Waightic are thoſe warninges of our 


" Sauiour ; Sodome and Gomorah ſhall be. in an caſter 
_ eſtate in the day of Iudgement, then they to whom 
. the Lord hathſpoken by his word, bur they would 


not receiue it : and that doublc ſtripes are for him 
that kaowes his Maiſters will, and doth-it not. Con- 


- tent not your ſclfe therefore with: this; that-yee are 
"brought within the compaſſe of this viſible Church 


and made partakers of an outward Calling; that yee 
haue been Baptized inthe name of Icſus, and come 
municated at his holy Table: for not euery one that 


- fayes Lord: Lord, ſhall enter in his Kingdome ; ex» 
- cept yee find alſothe Lords inward and effeuall 
« Calling,that the arme ofhis Grace hath drawen you 


within the compaſle of rhis-thirde Circle, and fo 
. broyghtyou to be of his owne third .part, and fer 
: | you 
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- you downe among the generation of thern that 
' ſeckes the face of God, and therefore forſakes their 
Knnes,thar they may find him, 
Then we ſcethis excellent Priniledge is reftrai- Ofthe inward 

- ned tothem who are called inwardly 3 and therfore'caVings 
ktvryctalitle confiderit , This inward Calling, is 
the communication of Chriſts ſauing Grace, wherby 
the minde jsinlighened, the heart purified by Faith, 
_ the affeRions ſanQified, andthe whole man refor- 
med tFor as.the Lord by his Goſpcll, offers rohis” 
Children Righteoutnefſe and Life, ſo by his holy 
Spirit he giues themithac iuſtifiyng Fayth, and ope-* 
neth cheirheartto recciue that Grace which is prea* 
ched and'proclaymed co themin the Goſpell, ' So 

-then, this worke of our-Calling, is altogeather the | 
- Lords; Itis his prayfe that he calles thinges which's, Cor,4. 
are not,andmakesthem to be. The Lord thatcom- 
manded light toſhine out of darkneflc, hatty giuen co 
' ourminds the ]Jrght of the knowledge of his gloric in ; 
the face of Chriſt Jeſus he ir is that creates 111 vs a'P/@{5 1, 
new hearr, and purteth a new ſpiricinto our bowels,” 
that we may walke in hisStatures. The Lord promi- 
ſed that he would calkmany ofthe Genriles to the ipi- Exech,i tits 
ricuall Zeruſaiem,to fuck out the rrifiike of the breaſtes 
of her-contolation, & be delighted withthe bright»: _ 

neſle of her glory: thal | cauſe others to be fruitfull; £/4.66. 
faich the Lord, & remaine barre my ſelfe?and this his. 
| gracious promiſe hath te nioft aboundantly perfor- 
med in our dayes : his name beptayfed therefore. 

. As this worke is onely the Lordes,ſfo he reſtraines 'This inward ' 
it-onely to chem who are his owne; "The outwarde calling is the 
' Callingis excended to all ; but theinwarde Calling ane of God, 
makesaparticular{eparation ofa fewe'from the're- —— 
 manentt where itis wonderfull co feethe diſtinion ho Ae ele 
which is made berwixtman & man iti allcanckes & © 
\ eſtates; by this —_— of two Brethien, * 
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"LA Conduit of Comfort. 
aslacob and Eſau : of two Prophets, as e Moſes and: 

Balaam: of two Kinges,as Dawdand Saul t of two 
Apoſtles,as Peter and Iudas: of ewo.Theeues,th*one 
' is taken, drother.ceieted 3 andthus.the Arme of 
the Grace of God, goesthroughto:euery corner of | 

theearth, according tohis pleaſure, culling out by 

his Word, from among the remnant of the world, 

thoſe who belong to this Eleftion.,: This Grace of 

God,it enters in a Land,and not intocuery Cirtiet it 
enters into-a Citcie, but not into euery Familie: yea, 

andit will eater in a Familie, and-yet not come to 

euery perſon of the Familie, of husband and wife,of 

Whereof it maiſters and ſcruants,of parents and children,of bre- 
comes,that thren and fiſters ; often times che-one is taken, the- - 
the Goſpel other is left : It came to fericho, and weyled our. Z4- 
- _ br 2. chexs+ It came to Fhilipps, and weyled out Lidia and 
| —2rp6AM the laylor; It cameo Nero his Court, and not to 
difference be- him ſelfe : Ic entered into the. Familie of aroſe, 
twixe man and and yet paſt by Narofus himſelfe: Ie is the worke 
man, ., of God,and mwarueilous in our eyes, The Goſpell is. 
| preached to many, but the Blefsing brought by the 
Goſfpcll.lighes onely vpon the. Children of Graces: 
And hereof aryſech this. dayly diſtioRion. which we - 
ſceberweene maniand man; all heare alike, bur all 

 haue not Faydh; all are not edificd alike: Some for-) 

ſake their ſfnnes, and followes be Lord t others for- 

ſaking the Lord, walkes on in their finnes , As the 
Lord gouernethtbe raine, and makes ir fall ypon. 

one Cittic and not.ypon another ; ſo-hee diſpenſeth 
the deaw of his.Grace,that he makes it drop downe 

_.. -,. ypon one heart; and.not on another, And of this[ 
Homthe bcart would wiſh, that ſomany of you as yerate ſtrangers 
ow 007 Brace from Grace, ſhould learnero know your miſerable 
EEE "hi Rate 2. What afearefull thing is this, that God hath 
ime of grace, conucrted ſo many in the Cittie wherein thou dwel- - 
i accuſcd. . {ſt, yea perhaps manyia the Familie wherein thou : 
remay®* . 
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' remayvneſt, andyer his Grace neuer lighted vpon 
thee, but chou are left in thy old finnes ; Conſider it 
rightly, Ipray you. If the Lord ſhould do to you as 
 hedid to [fFaelin the dayes of eLehab, caufing ir to 
raine for three yeares and a halfe on all rhe Landes 
about you, bur not ypon your Land, would you not 
conceiue in it a ſenſible curſſe of God ypon you? 
O Hypocrite,thou that canſtdiſcerne the tace of the 
Skie, and takeyp the tokens of Gods anger in the 
creature, canſt thou nor diſcerne the fate of thine 
 owne ſoule, nor apprehendthis for a ſenſible curſle, 
that 30.040. yeares the ſhowers of ſaving and re- 
' newing Grace, hath deſcended ypon many people 
.round about thee; but neuer ypon thy ſelfe? thou 
polleſſeſt thy old finnes, and keepelt ſtill a hard, a 
barren, & a fruicleſſe heart. What ſhall I fay cothee? 
tO cur thee off from all hope of Mercy, and ſo ſend 
thec to defſpaire; I haue nor'that in commilsion 3 the 
'Lord hath-his owne time of Calling, and can when 
he will, of Sau! a perſecutor, make Paula Preacher. 


Bar one thing I can certifie chee of, So long as thou | 


-art in that ſtate, mourneifthou wilt, thou haſt much 
cauſe of mourning ; for if this effecRuall Calling by 
- Grace,go by thee in time to come,as it hath done in 
time bygan, it is an euident declaration, that thou 
art a manreſcrued to wrath, and not ordayncd-to 
\mercie, | En” 
Now that this Calling flowing from Fleion, may. 
'be yet made ſore to our conſciences for our greater 


In the inwgd 


calling, the 


comfort, let vs markethe maner ofthe Lordes pro. Lord begins 


cceding into it, and fo gather yp ſome tokens wher- atthe illumis, 
+ by we may diſcerneir. As in the firſt Creation, the — of the 
fea. © 


Lord began ar che light ; fo inthe ſecond* Creation, 
he begins at che illumination of the minde: For we 
can neirher know the Lord'to feare and loue him, 
teiclier yer our ſelues and our fiances aright, till che 
3+ -Lord 
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He worketh . 
our.yery fleſh trembleth for feare © 


.and we cry out with /ob : Now my eye bath ſeene the 
Lord, therefore I abhorre my ſe/fe . Andthusthe Lord 


motions of 
ſorrow and 


contrition in 


he beart. 


f 0be42 [GS 0 : 
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A Conanit of Comfort. 
Lord who commaunded light co ſhine out of dark» - 
neſſe, ſhine alſo into our hears, . to giue vs the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt: ang this liohr.of God diſcouers to vs - 
ſo many workes of darkneſle, wherewith in igno- 
raunce we defiled our conſciences, that we begin to 
be aſhamed of our (clues in the light of God; yea .. 
his-Judgements, 


proccedes from the mindeto the hear, working ins 


- toitſuch a contrition.and godlyforrow, as caulcth 


repentance ynto ſaluation,. whereby the_heart that 
was ſenſeleſſe before, being dead in-finne and trefe 
paſles,begins now.to Rirreand moue; as the beart 
of 7eſiab melted at thereading of the Law: and the 
hearts ofthoſe penitent /ewes which werepricked at 
the ſharpe Setmon of Perer : chenfeeling our ſelues 
ynder death through ſtance, we begin obebinks YS 
of the way of life,and to aske{with the. /aylor ) What ..- 
hall we do, that we,mray be ſancd? T hele motions, mel- 


Heworketh a tings, and prickinges of;the heart, wrought.in.the 
xelpondence ejec,by the. hearing of Gads word, are the very 


and anſwering 
of the heart to 


i =» 


pluckes ofthe hand of God, tranſlating thee our of 


kis calling, & 1\«4twre into Grace: yet muſt we not x*:ft. heere, for 
a ſolloaing of Felix may tremble while Pax is preaching 2 and 


the Lord, , 


. many for a while, may receaue-this word with joys 


and.yet afterward fall away in the. time of tempra- 
tiof! . Wemult therefore conſider, if there be-in the 


- heart areſpondence and anſwering vatothe Lord; 


So oft as he calleth,dae we preſent our (clues before 
him, ready to-follow him, ſaying. with &{braham, 
Heere I ams Lord 1 and with Samvel(afterhe knew the 
Lords yayce) Sprake on Lord, thy ſeruant beareth thee; 


This anſwering and following of che. Lord, are vn+ 


doubred tokens of effeQuall Calling, So ,oft whe 
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Lord calleth, che Chriſtian anſwereth : When thou 
ſaydli,Secke yee my face my heart anſwered,O Lora! 
1 will ſeeks thy face. lf the Lord commaund,the Chri- 
ian anſwereth, O Lord! quicken mee according to thy 
lowing kindneſſe, that I may apply my heart to keepe thy 
Statutes alwayes to the end, It the Lord promite Mer= 
cie,the Chriſtian anſwers, Szabhſh O Lord ! thy promiſe 
to thy ſernant, and ttt it be to mee accordrg to thy word, 
for [ beleeue in thee ; but Lord, helpe wy vnbelesfe . 'And 


Pfahzps 
P/al gdh, 


Plalt19.39 


thus in the heartof oneeffeQually called, there is a- 


continuall refpondanceto the yoyce of God, a way- 


ting onthe Lord, a walking with him, anda follo-- 


wing of him where cuer he goe-, If the Lord haue 


called thee, ſure it is thou wile follow him 5- and no- 


wer ofthe Diucll,ofthe World,orthe Fleſh,fhall 


hold thee backe from him When Ehiab touched 


Ekſha with his Cloake, he lefchis Oxen, and came 


after him. When 7s called on Andrew and Peter, 


they left their Nets, their Ship,and their Father, and 


followed him 3 When he called on e Matthew, he 
leftall his gainefwll trade of the receit of Cuſtome, 


and followed him 3 When he called on Mary Mage 


delen, ſhe forſooke her finfull life, and followed him. 


Heere is the fineſtrouchſtone to try an inward cal- 


hong . If the Lord hath called thee, thou wilt follow 
bim ; butifyec thou be wandring after vanicy,walk- 
ing on inche coufeof thy finne, turning thy backe, 


and not thy face ynto the Lord 3 deceaue not thy 
ſelfe, partaker of this heauenly Calling,(wherein- 


ſandes the onely comtort of « Chiiftian)baſt thou 
neuer been. 


The lome of: 


> That lone God, And laſt of all, to returne tothe God is a ſure. 
wordesagaine,the whole cffcRes of our /nward Cal- token of an ine 
ing, the Apolile cowpriſeth vader one, to wit, The vardcalling, 
toe of God ; and that moſt properly, for Lowe come & ot the cont + 


priſcthal the ret ynder it. Lone 15 the cognoſcence of 
a 2 | Chaiſts 


mendation -- 
Loue, : 
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Chriſts Diſciples, ſayes our Sauiour, Ir is the Band of 
perfe@ion (layth the Apolile,) and accompliſhment of 
the Law . Loue, ſpeakes with the tongue of cuery 
Vertue,Prttie biddes thee helpethe Indigent, Juſtice 
biddes thee giue euery man his owne, ercy biddes 
forgiue, Patience biddes ſuffer : bur the voyce of 
(iriſtian loue,commaundes all theſe. Holy loxe 15 the 
eldclt Daughter of a iuStifying Fayth ; that is, the firlt 
affeQion that Fayth' procreaterh and faratfieth, 
and whereby ſhe workes inthe ſarification of the 
reſt, Lowe isthe firoageſt & moſt imperious aft<Ei- 
on in the whole nature of man 2 all the reſt of the 
affeRions giues place vnro it, which we may lee, 
£uen inthe man naturall and vnregenerate ; Where 
Lone js kindled, Feare is baniſheds Courtoulneſſe 
coucheth, Ambition js filent«. A Coward inflamed 
with Lowe, becomes valiant; and 2 Coucrous man is 
ofttimes commaunded by Lone, to be proctgall: 
vea,the Proud & Ambitious man, who otherwiſe 
giues place tonoman, for obtaining that which he 
loucs, cares not to profiratc his koncur to the dult, 
It Carnal! lone be fo forcible, what ſhall we ſay of the 
Sptritual l-vefhow much more doth it draw the whole 
. powers of {oule and boay after the Lord : neither 
1s it poſsible ro do otherwayes; for cuery thing re 
 turnesto his owne origins1],a: the waters go dovrne 
£0 the deepe from whence they catne; and Fire 
tendes vpward to the one place and region : euen 
ſo holy Lox, being a tparkeot the heauenly Fire, 
Kindled in our tears by the no'y Ghoit,docth ramſh 
vs alivayes vpyard towarges the Lord,irom who 
TK came, and julf-rs ys neutrco reft winle weeniop 
him ;iten we begin to luc, wheu we begin to Lowes 
As no Creature can liue out of the owne Element, 
{o the Soule is bur fead in finne, winch is deftiure of 
the 4 of Go, No feare to oftcad him, no care 10 
| plcaic 
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pleaſe him, no obedience to his Commandements 
can be given by the hearc that loues him not.'c were 
longtome to ſpezke of all the properties of Love, we 
make choyce of a few.as chuefe tryalics of our Lone, 
T he firit propertic ot. Z2ue, is a burning delice ro Firſt eryall 

ob:aine that which is bcloued; as a Woman that lo- of Loues 

ucch her Husband vataignedly, can not be content 

with any Love token thereceiverh from him in his 

abſence,but longeth more and more tiil ſhe receiue 

hiinielfe; So che Soule which is wounded with the 

Lowe of I-fas her immortall Husband, hath a contt= 

nuall celireto be ar him, I graunt every Token ſent 

from him, bringes comfort ; but no contentment till 

ſhe enioyes him : whereof comes theſe,and {uch like 
complaintes, As the Hart braye fer the risrs of water, P{al4 2.1, - 
Jo panteth my ſoule after 1hee, O my God : O When ſhall I 

come and ayreave before the preſence of nry God : my ſoule P[al 143, 
deſireth efter the Lord, as the thirftte land c tor, I wouid Fhil.1, 

be diſc lued, and be wit the Lord « thirefere come,enen ſo Rene, 22% | 
come Lord 7:ſus , But alas, heereare we taken in our = 
ſinnes ; T hou layeſt thou Loweſt him 3 but how is it 
then thou longeit not to ſee im, neither defirett to 
Se with him? yca a imail appcarance of the cay of 
death, wherein we ſhould goe toj:im; or mention of 

the day of Iudgement, whercin he ſhall come to vs, 
doth terrific and affright thee ,, V hou that contents 
thee with the gytis 0! G4, & thinkelt not Jorg for 
him ſelfe, thou arr bur {ike an avulecrous woman, 
who if ſhe poſi fle the g001t> of er husbandgregards 
not,albcit the never lee hin fclte. The lolyes are bla- fas 

ed, becaute they called on che foo catcher for oyle ©7907 

& wine,the for kunielfe, i he tertries are convinced | 
for worlhipping the creatureritherdienhecreator! 

but more? tultly (131 tne bſtard ebniita be condem=» 

ned for routing the gifts £4 Godgnore then the ver, 

Let vs therefore beware of this ſeurciuil 1NSratyvce. | 
4 t Ig. - vcS:-; | 
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'We may indeed rejoyce in all the gifts the Lord hath 
giuen vs, & they ſhould thankfully be recciued; but 
alwayes with a proteſtatio, that no thing giuen vnto 
me heere, be allowed ynto me for my portion, and 
inheritaunce; and that no contentment euer come 
to our hearts,till we get the full fruition of our louing 
husband Chrift f-ſas. If the Love of men compelled 
the Apoltle to lay to the Corimhians, It rs not yours, 
but you I ſeeke , how much more ſhould the Z:#e of 
Godcompell vs-toſay to our Lord , Jt is net thy gift, 
but thy ſelfe,O Lord ! I long for : then art the portion of 


my ſoule :Ifrhou would(t giut me all the. workes of * 
thine handes, yet ſhall I never have comfort nor con-* _ 
tencment, except thou gjue mce thy ſelfe t therefore: © 


O thou Whom my ſoule loueth! ſhew mee where thok feedeſty 
where thou lyeFt at noone ; for why ſhould 1 be as ſhee that 
turns aſide to the flockgs of thy companions s Bleſſed is 
he that bungergend thirſteth for thy r1ghtcouſnefle, 
for he ſhall behold the face of his God, and be filled 


with his image; tor m hs preſence ts ihe fulneſie of toy, 


«nd at bis right band #h:re are pleaſures for enermore. 

T he ſecond tryall of holy Lowe, is Obedience,and 
a caretoſerue and honour the Lord in all eſfates 
and callioges , Preachers mult be cryed by this rule, 
Peter, LoneSt rbou mee ? feede my flicke. Gouernours 
and Countellers in your callings, mutt be tryed by 
thist Can you ſay with the godly Gouernour Dazid, 


{2 7 lene the Lordfthen will yee alſo ſay with him, What 
* ſhall f renger tothe Lord tor all bis benefites? How ſhall 


I ſhew to the Lord my Love? and what ſhall I do in 
my time, for the aduancement of his glory ? If you 
louethe Lord,then be narhing Fathersto his Church; 
be faythfull a /uauncers of his K.rigdome, wiſe pro- 
- wifors ro remooue the Rumbling blockes/that ime 
pede the courſe of his Golpell : If yee 7oue the 
Lord. Stand vp with Dawd,and ſay, Doe 7 not ow 
$5c09 


CA Conduit of Comfort. 
them, © Lord! that hate thee? and do 7 notearnefity cone 
rend with them that riſe vp apainſt thee ? Surely f hate 
chem with wvrfaigned hatred, as if they were my viter 
enemies . If yce honourthe Lord as Damd did, the 
. Lord ſhall blefle you as he did Dauid . Dauid ſware 
ynto the Lord, that hee would nor reſt till be found out 4 
place for the Lord, een an babitation forthe mighrie God 
of 7 web . And the Lord ſweares againe to Dama, 
that of the frurte of hrs boay, be ſhould ſer upon his T hrene 
go raiane after him. But ifotherwayes there be no- 
| thing in you, but acareto Rabliſh your ſelues and | 
+4: _ ©- your houſes, with thenegle of the gloty of God 
f _* thenremember, the Curfle of Shebxa, and not the 
*- - Bleſsing of Ehachims, ſhallbe ypon you : you ſhall FL. 
not be faſtened asa Nayle in a fare place, but ſhall be fie22s 
rowled and turned a\vay ike a Ball : The Lord ſhall 
drive thee from thy ſtacion, and out of thy dwelling. / . 
place ſhall he deſtroy thee; for the wicked ſhall nor Pſal.149.1%, 
* haue his deſire; his thoughtes ſhall not be perfore 
med, neither ſhall he be eſtabliſhed on the earth, 
but euill ſhall hunt him to deſtruRion : the Lord (hal 
takethee, and plucke thee our of thy Tabernacle, 
and roote thee out of the land of the lyuing : and 
generally all of you in your callinges, remember che | 
value of your Chriſtian Love, muſt be tryed by the | 
ſame rouchſtones nor by your wordes, = ies Tj SWF 
deedes . 7f any man loueth mee (fayth Chritt) Yer hins 
keepe my Ceommandements . But heere alſo the hypo 
Gifte of this age 1s clearely difcoucred 3 In word 
they pretend #e loue of God, but in deed, they gricue 
him with cheir tranſgreisions : as the ewes, they cal- 
led him King, and bowed their knees before him, 
bug tpact in biz face, and buffered him 2 So the bas 
Rard Chritians of this age,caii Chritt,chew Lord,and 
bow the!r kn1ee before him, yer they crucifie him, 
and traimples his blood of the Couenant ynder their 
F 3. fecte': 


Laſt tryall 
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feete; they kifſe him, and betray him with das, Ie - 
is but a Scepter of Reece they graunt to him, for 
they giue him no commaundement oucr their af- 
feaions: wherefore, great is ths controuerſie which 
the Lord hath this day wichche men ot this gene- 


.. Tations 


Thelaft iryall of Zoue, whereof I will ſpeake at 
this time (leauing many other) is , Bounr fulneſſes 
Loxe (layth the ApoP]) #5 bountiful , Experience 
prooues this t euery Lower 1s a bountilull beſtower 
on them whom he loucs, Yee loue your Backes,and 
ſparesnot to cloath them, yea with excefſsiue Appars. - 
rell: Yee loue your Bcllies, and cheretore are boune 
tiitull dayly to them in feeding them Yee loue your 
Children, and therefore Jettes them want nothing 
that is needfull for them 1 yea, yec lone your Beattes, 
and yee beftow largely on them ; onely you ſay you 
loue the Lord, but wherein ate yee beuntrtujl coward 
him 2 Icistrue, that #2nathing cana man be pr.fitable 
to the Almightie, ſayth 199, But are there no workes 
which ſhould fo ſhine before mer, that by chem our 
heauenly Father may be glotii:ed? I hough workes 
can be no merites, yetare they your witneſſes :and 
what haue you done to {tands, when as you are 
dead, as witnsfſes of your Line rowardes the Lord? 
T hovgh your goodnefle cxtend nor to the Lord, 
yet where is your delight that ſhould be in his 
Saints, and excellent ones ypon earth? Where is 
your compa'qzon and loue towarce the Brethren? 
Are not the men of this age hke the Fig-tree, that 
haue faire Leaves, bur not fon;uchas one Figge to 
giue {cſus 1n bis hunger 3 hauing me ſhow of godbrufie, 
but hath dented the payer rverer fo, rendring wordes 
ynough, but no fruttes toadorae the glorious Gol- 
ptil vt our Lord Telasr And fo, it wee might pro« 
£ced) cucry uyall of Zane, ſhould dilcoucs rh'hypo- 
| enfc:, 
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crifie and baſtard Chriſtianitie of the moſt part-of 
Profeſſors ofthis age.Bur,being forced atrhis time, 
to conciud; Iturnc mee coward you(whom I know, 

hath ſet your hearts to ſeeke the Lord) that I may 
Jeaue my laſt bleſsing behind mee vnto you, becing 
no more purppied tolpeaketo you izom thisplace 3 
to yon,andto cuery oneot you, who can fay with 
Perer ina finccere conicience, Ld thou knoweſt I loue 
thee : to you heere, inthe name of God, ratific this 
priutledye, eAllth inves ſhall worke togeather for the beſt 
vito you. Faint nor therefore! | befcech y: >z)in the 
courte of Gogiynetle, bur Po i770iis m the grace o of our 
L:; ra feſus (hone : ft apt fabt imine row er of bes miphr, 
Piaying to tie Loi continual ly, that he would 
ſtabliſh that wrach he hach wrought in you, and 
briog it forward is prrtcGion, And now Icommend 
you to that prace of God, which 3s able ro kuyIde 
you farther, and to giue vou imhcritauuce among 
chem that are janGified in Chriſtleſus 3 to whom, 

with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, be all honour, 
pray ic,and glory,tor ever. Anicn, 
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